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Hansard Thursday, 16 February 2012

Speech by

John-Paul Langbroek

MEMBER FOR SURFERS PARADISE

GOLD COAST WATERWAYS, SPEED LIMITS
Mr LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (4.00 pm): On 1 December 2011 I lodged petition 1833-

11 requesting a speed limit of six knots on the Nerang River between Via Roma Bridge and Bermuda
Street. In the response to that petition the minister said that a review of the speed limits on Gold Coast
waterways was conducted in 2010, with public consultation being sought. He said that no comments were
received from residents or operators of vessels in and along the reach of the Nerang River identified in the
petition. My constituents are so concerned that of course the petition circulated to residents in this area
received an overwhelming response—693 signatures—to a suggested lowering of the speed limit. It is
typical of this Labor government that there was not genuine consultation. The rowing clubs and the schools
represent a large percentage of people who regularly use this section of the river. None of these people
recall being consulted regarding speed limits. Recent changes to safety regulations in July 2011 state that
personalised watercraft, PWCs, must slow to 10 knots within 30 metres of a moving vessel to help save
lives. On the southern side of the Isle of Capri for boats travelling at more than six knots the average
channel width is approximately 26 metres. In some places it is just 10 metres. I want to table photos that
were taken last Sunday of up to 35 vessels that were breaking the law that these local constituents want to
have enforced, and unfortunately under Labor it is not happening.
Tabled paper: Bundle of photographs depicting watercraft [6542].

In the second aspect of the petition response, the minister said that he was advised that officers
from MSQ, Maritime Safety Queensland, have been conducting specific enforcement operations targeting
speeding vessels. The photographs that I have just tabled show that they are not doing this because they
are not given the resources by this Labor government, and that is what the people of the Gold Coast want.
They want the law enforced under Labor. Someone is going to be badly hurt. Labor is not interested in
protecting Gold Coast residents. It is obviously time for a change. Even on 10 February last week a
constituent rang the Water Police at 4.15. There was no answer. The same thing happened for my
electorate officer, who rang twice—no response after 4.15.

(Time expired) 
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